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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 39-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schein et al. 
(US Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0129366). 

Regarding claim 39, Schein discloses method for selecting an item in a list of items, the 
method including the steps of displaying on a screen, adjacent to each other, multiple items 
from a list of items in a first scrolling zone, wherein the items are scrolled by removing items 
firstly introduced in the first scrolling zone and introducing new items from the list of items into 
the first scrolling zone [..The viewer may scroll through the cells to view which television 
programs are being presented on various channels at various times. In addition, the viewer may 
select certain cells to obtain more information on the associated program or to pull up other 
submenus with additional options; see page 1. par. 0008]; displaying on the screen, adjacent to 
each other, multiple items from the list of items in a second scrolling zone, wherein the items 
are scrolled by removing items firstly introduced in the second scrolling zone and introducing 
new items from the list of items into the second scrolling zone, and wherein the second scrolling 
zone is displayed adjacent to the first scrolling zone [..The user interface directs the database 
engine to display program description text in the central window. Both elements stretch 
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horizontally to occupy the entire display area leaving only scroll zones around the periphery; 
see page 7, par. 119 and figure 12]; wherein the method further includes the steps of presenting 
a selection area within the first or the second scrolling zone, accepting a user input as a 
selection command to select one of the items displayed in the first or second scrolling zone 
being displayed in the selection area, accepting a user input as a command to move the selection 
zone to the respective other scrolling zone, making the respective scrolling zone within which 
the selection area is presented an elected scrolling zone [..when the user moves the pointer over 
the text area the text in the contextual help window informs the user that clicking in this 
area scrolls down the text. An information scroll indication zone at the left of the text displays a 
highlighted area in which two arrows point downward in the direction of scrolling; see page 7, 
par. 0120]. 

Regarding claim 40, Schein discloses wherein the items in the first and second scrolling 
zones are complementary items from the list of items (see page 3, par. 0047). 

Regarding claim 41, Schein discloses wherein the displaying step includes displaying 
each scrolling zone with respective different, contrasting colours for elected and non- elected 
scrolling zone (see figure 1). 

Regarding claim 42, Schein discloses wherein the user input for choosing the elected 
scrolling zone and the selection command are identical, wherein the duration of the 
user input is used to distinguish between determining the active sub-list and selecting 
an item (see page 6, par. 0106-0107). 
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Regarding claim 43, Schein discloses further including the step of highlighting the item 
in the selection area (see page 2, par. 0041). 

Regarding claim 44, Schein discloses wherein the items in the first and second scrolling 
zones (new) are displayed a first and a second scrolling speed, the elected scrolling zone 
preferably being scrolled at a lower speed than the not elected scrolling zone (see page 7, par. 
0115). 

Regarding claim 45, Schein discloses wherein the scrolling direction and/or the scrolling 
speed of one or more of the scrolling zones are reversed and/or altered, respectively, or 
that the selection area is displaced in or against the scrolling direction upon a user input (see 
figures 8-9). 

Regarding claim 46, Schein discloses wherein the order of the items in the first and/or 
second scrolling zone is adapted depending on the preceding user selections (see page 7, par. 
0118-0119). 

Regarding claim 47, Schein discloses wherein selected items from the list of items are 
reproduced several times in the respective scrolling zone during one complete run of all items of 
the respective sub-list (see page 8, par. 0147). 

Regarding claim 48, Schein discloses wherein the frequency of occurrence of identical 
items in the first or second scrolling zone is dependent of preceding user selections (see page 9, 
par. 0152). 

Regarding claim 49, Schein discloses wherein at least one of the items out of the list of 
items that are displayed in the first and/or second scrolling zone is deleted or replaced by one or 
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more items out of a second list, depending on the frequency and/or time of preceding user 
selections and/or a single user selection of individual items (see page 8, par. 0141-0142). 

Regarding claim 50, Schein discloses wherein at least one of the items of the first list of 
items is linked with at least one item in a second list of items, wherein selection of a linked item 
of the first list of items effects displaying one or all linked item or items of the second list of 
items in the first and second scrolling zones (see (see page 8, par. 0131 and figure 21). 

Regarding claim 51, Schein discloses wherein the item in the selection area and/or the 
selected item, or the content any of it relates to, is reproduced in an additional area on the screen 
(see page 8. par. 0132 and figure 22). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (see PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-4053. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571)272-4124. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR C ANADA ) or 571-272-100^ 
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